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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the 

CHESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT 

For  the  year  1954 

To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  Chester  Rural  District  for 
the  year  1954. 

The  National  Vital  Statistics  show  a slight  decline  in  the 
Birth,  Death  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates.  Locally  there  was  a 
decrease  in  the  Birth  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates,  and  a slight 
increase  in  the  Death  Rate. 

Measles  (57  cases).  Pneumonia  (45)  and  Whooping  Cough 
(30)  were  the  chief  Infectious  Diseases  reported  amongst  the 
civilian  population. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  it  will  he 
observed  that  drainage  and  sewerage  problems  continue  to  cause 
concern  as  housing  development  proceeds  in  certain  rural 
parishes. 

Meat  Inspection,  Housing  Repairs  and  Refuse  Disposal  are 
other  matters  which  have  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Sanitary 
Department. 

Apart  from  the  smoke  problem  from  domestic  chimneys 
and  a few  small  industries,  atmospheric  pollution  has  been  the 
subject  of  an  increasing  number  of  complaints  in  connection  with 
large  oil  refineries  which  border  the  Rural  District  on  the  North 
side.  Conferences  have  heen  held  between  the  neighbouring  local 
authorities  and  representatives  of  the  industries  concerned,  to- 
gether with  H.M.  Inspector  (Alkali  works),  in  efforts  to  eliminate 
this  nuisance.  There  are  signs  that  conditions  are  improving. 

Included  at  the  end  of  the  Report  is  my  Annual  Report 
as  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  on  the  Personal  Health  Services 
operating  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council  in  the  South  West 
Cheshire  Divisicn,  of  which  Chester  Rural  District  forms  part. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Stone,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
and  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  help  and 
co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  BIRCHALL,  m.b.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


NATIONAL  STATISTICS 


The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1954  was  15.2 
per  1,000  population,  compared  with  15.5  for  1953. 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1954  was  11.3 
per  1,000  population;  the  rate  for  1953  was  11.4 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales,  i.e., 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births  was 
25.5;  the  rate  for  1953  was  26.8. 


CHESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT 
STATISTIC  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
SECTION  A. 

Area — 43,677  acres. 

Population  Mid  1954  26,790 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1954)  according  to 

Rate  Books  6,775 

Number  of  houses  built  in  1954  (By  Private  Enterprise 

169;  by  Local  Authority  106)  Total  275 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1954  £172,619 

Product  of  Id.  Rate  at  1st  April,  1954  £686 


The  Chief  Industry  of  the  District  is  Dairy  Farming. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1954 
Births. 

Live  Births.  male  female  total 

Legitimate  160  167  327 

Illegitimate  9 7 16 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  civilian  population — 12.80. 

Using  Comparability  factor  of  1.18  the  adjusted  Birth  Rate 
is  15.10. 

Still  Births.  male  female  total 

Legitimate  7 5 12 

Illegitimate  — — — 

Rate  per  1,000  (Live  and  Still)  Births — 33.8.  Still  Birth  rate 
per  1,000  civilian  population — 0.44. 
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Deaths. 

MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL 

174  182  356 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population — 13,3.  By  use  of  a Com- 
parability factor  of  1.05  the  adjusted  Death  Rate  is  13.9. 

Deaths  (due  to  maternal  causes) : 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  Nil 


Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

M.ALE  FEMALE  TOTAL 


Legitimate  



1 

3 

4 

Illegitimate  .... 



— 

— 

— 

Infant  Mortality  rate,  i.e.. 

per  1,000  live  births — 11.7. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  four  weeks  of  age: 

M.ALE 

FEMALE  TOTAL 

Legitimate  

1 

3 

4 

Illegitimate  .... 



— 

— 

— 

The  natural  increase  in  population  (that 

is  excess 

of  births 

over 

deaths)  is  shown 

in  the  following  tables. 

NAT.  INC. 

NAT,  INC. 

PER  1,000 

PER  1,000 

YEAR 

POP. 

POP. 

YEAR 

POP. 

POP. 

1943 

19,090 

8.3 

1949  

20,330 

3.7 

1944 

18,440 

9.2 

1950  

23,610 

5.16 

1945 

17,510 

7.9 

1951  

25,590 

4.14 

1946 

18,310 

8.02 

1952  

25,580 

2.8 

1947 

18,590 

9.5 

1953  

26,250 

0.45 

1948 

19,710 

6.2 

1954  

26,790 

-0.5 

The  natural  increase  in  population  (that 

is  excess 

of  births 

over 

deaths)  (1943-1954)  (England  and  Wales). 

PER 

PER 

1 ,000 

1,000 

YfEAR 

POP. 

YEAR 

POP. 

1943 

....  ....  ....  .... 

4.4 

1949  



5.0 

1944 

•»..  ....  ....  ....  .... 

6.0 

1950  

4.2 

1945 

....  ....  

4.7 

1951  

3.0 

1946 

....  ....  ....  ....  .... 

7.6 

1952  

...  

4.0 

1947 

....  ....  .... 

8.5 

1953  

4.1 

1948 

7.1 

1954  

3.9 
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Table  of  Number  of  Live  Births  and  Birth  Rates  (1943-1954). 


BIRTH 

BIRTH 

YEAR 

NUMBER 

RATE 

YEAR 

NUMBER 

RATE 

1943  

360 

18.86 

1949 

303 

14.9 

1944  

354 

19.19 

1950 

322 

13.6 

1945  

340 

19.41 

1951 

315 

12.31 

1946  

327 

17.85 

1952 

293 

11.45 

1947  

383 

20.6 

1953 

348 

13.25 

1948  

329 

16.7 

1954 

343 

12.80 

Table  of 

Number 

of  Deaths 

and  Crude  Death 

Rates 

(1943-1954). 

DEATH 

DE\TH 

YEAR 

NUMBER 

RATE 

YEAR 

NUMBER 

RATE 

1943  

202 

10.6 

1949 

227 

11.2 

1944  

183 

9.92 

1950 

200 

8.5 

1945  

200 

11.42 

1951 

209 

8.17 

1946  

180 

9.83 

1952 

222 

8.^8 

1947  

206 

11.8 

1953 

337 

12.8 

1948  

205 

10.4 

1954 

356 

13.3 

Table  of  Infant  Mortality  (1943-1954). 


RATE  RATE 

PER  1,000  PER  1,000 


YEAR 

NUMBER 

BIRTHS 

YEAR 

NUMBER 

BIRTHS 

1943  .... 

18 

50.0 

1949 

1 

3.3 

1944  .... 

14 

39.5 

1950 

■ 6 

18.6 

1945  .... 

17 

50.0 

1951 

11 

34.9 

1946  .... 

11 

33.64 

1952 

8 

27.3 

1947  .... 

18 

46.99 

1953 

10 

28.7 

1948  .... 

10 

30.4 

1954 

4 

11.7 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .. 



Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  Nil 


Particulars  of  unusual  or  excessive  mortaiity  during  the 


year. 

MALE 

FE- 

M.ALE 

TOTAL 

IN 

1954 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory 
System  

60 

70 

130 

144 

Cancer  

31 

17 

48 

38 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  .... 

31 

40 

71 

68 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1954 

MALE  FEMALE 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  2 3 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  — — 

Syphilitic  Disease  1 I 

Other  Infective  or  Parasitic  Diseases  1 4 

Cancer — all  sites  31  17 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  31  40 

Diseaes  of  Heart  and  Circulatory  System  60  70 

Bronchitis  6 3 

Pneumonia  6 6 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  1 1 

•Enteritis  2 1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  — 1 

Leukaemia  — 1 

Diabetes  — 3 

Nephiitis  2 2 

Maternal  Causes  — — 

Congenital  Malformations  — — 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  3 — 

Suicide  4 — 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  7 1 

All  other  Accidents  2 4 

All  other  causes  15  24 


174  182 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
Public  Health  Officers  in  Chester  Rural  District 
SECTION  B. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

W.  J.  Birchall,  m.b.,  m.r.c.s.,  d.p.h. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Cleansing  Superintendent  and  Meat 
Inspector. 

H.  E.  Stone,  m.s.i.a.,  r.s.i.,  and  Joint  Board  Certificate  for 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Liverpool  University  Certificate  for  San- 
itary Knowledge  and  Meat  and  other  Foods,  Cambridge 
University  Certificates. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 

J.  G.  Wilkes,  R.S.I.,  and  Joint  Certificate  for  Sanitary  In- 
jector R.S.I.,  Meat  and  other  Foods.  Liverpool  University 
Certificate  for  Sanitary  Knowledge  and  Meat  and  other 
Foods. 
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Pupil  Sanitary  Inspector. 

C.  Feather. 

Clerk/Typists. 

Miss  J.  Abley. 

Miss  E.  Boden. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Regional  Laboratory  Service  under  Ministry  of  Health 
is  available  at  Birkenhead  for  free  examination  of  Bacteriological 
specimens. 

The  services  of  the  Pathological  Department,  Chester  Royal 
Infirmary  are  utilised  for  Chemical  Examination. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

Infectious  Diseases  are  removed  to  Clatterbridge  Isolation 
Hospital  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council  Ambulances,  assisted 
by  the  Chester  City  Ambulances,  acting  as  an  Agency  Service. 
Accident  and  Sick  cases  are  also  removed  to  hosoitals  in  Chester, 
Claterbridge  and  Liverpool  by  the  Countv  and  City  Ambulances. 
There  are  no  special  Ambulances  for  Infectious  cases,  with  the 
exception  of  Smallpox. 


(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Home  Nursing  in  the  Rural  District  is  undertaken  by  Dist- 
rict Nurses  working  under  the  direction  of  the  Cheshire  County 
Council,  which  is  the  Local  Health  Authority. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics  including  Clinics  solely  for 
diagnosis  or  consultation.  The  County  Council  Clinics  are  avail- 
for  residents  in  this  area  at : — 

(a)  Hoole — Child  Welfare  Opthalmic  and  Dental  Clinics. 

(b)  Upton — Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

Saughall — Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

Barrow — Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

Huntington — Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

(c)  Chester — Orthopaedic  and  Tuberculosis. 

(e)  Hospitals. 

The  General  Hospitals  at  Chester,  Clatterbridge  and  Liver- 
pool are  available  for  residents  in  the  district  as  well  as  Special 
Treatment  Centres  in  Chester  and  Liverpool.  There  is  in  addition 
a special  Hospital  at  Barrow  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT,  1954 


The  Chairnun  and  Members,  Chester  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  pleasure  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 

1954. 


Another  year  has  passed  which  has  brought  in  its  train 
increased  duties  and  responsibilties  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  by  the  re-opening  of  Private  Slaughterhouses  and  consequent 
inspections  of  meat,  and  the  duties  under  the  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rent  Act,  1954,  which  has  put  an  altered  interpretation  of 
what  can  constitute  a ‘ fit  house  ^ as  against  the  approved  ‘ stan- 
dard of  fitness’  applicable  to  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

The  year  has  been  one  of  reasonably  smooth  working : there 
have  been  the  usual  difficulties  which  have  eventually  been 
smoothed  out,  the  outstanding  difficulty  being  the  disposal  of 
household  refuse  which  is  causing  considerable  anxiety  due  to  the 
lack  of  proper  disposal  facilities:  however,  it  is  hoped  a long  term 
point  of  disposal  will  be  capable  of  negotiation. 

There  have  been  changes  in  the  outdoor  staff  which  is  only 
to  be  expected  in  a locality  where  labour  is  at  a premium. 

I would  again  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and 
understanding  of  the  many  problems  facing  the  Department  aho 
to  the  Chairman  and  all  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  con- 
tinued confidence  in  the  Public  Health  Department. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Wilkes,  your  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  has 
helped  me  considerably  and  done  much  good  work  as  also  has 
your  Foreman  and  Water  Inspector  and  my  best  thanks  are  again 
due  to  them. 

The  outdoor  staff  have  continued  to  serve  the  Council 
loyally  and  their  efforts  are  appreciated. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  EWART  STONE,  m.s.i.a.. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply. 

Water  supply  is  piped  to  all  Parishes  with  the  exception  of 
Croughton  and  Claverton,  the  statutory  suppliers  being  Chester 
Waterworks  Company,  West  Cheshire  Water  Board,  and  Wrex- 
ham and  East  Denbighshire  Water  Company,  in  addition  to  your 
own  supply  obtained  from  your  borehole  at  Plemstall. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  Pumping  Plant  at  Plem- 
stall has  been  thoroughly  overhauled  and  at  one  time  it  was 
necessary  to  seek  the  help  of  our  neighours,  the  Runcorn  Rural 
District  Council  to  supplement  our  own  supply  which  was  readily 
given,  whilst  the  overhaul  was  in  progress. 

Recently  the  demand  has  been  so  great  as  to  necessitate 
both  pumps  working  almost  continuously  and  it  is  hoped  the 
additional  pump  you  ordered  some  two  years  ago  wdll  be  installed 
soon  in  order  to  relieve  the  strain  on  the  existing  pumps. 

The  water  delivered  from  your  own  borehole  though  hard 
continues  to  be  pure  and  satisfactory. 

Details  of  the  piped  water  supplies  afforded  in  your  district 
from  water  mains  together  with  the  estimated  population  supplied 
are  shown  in  the  following  tabulation. 


NO.  OF 

EST.  POP. 

PARISH 

DWELLINGS 

SUPPLIED 

Aldford  



92 

345 

Bache  

16 

68 

bacKiord  

,,,,  ,,,,  ,,,, 

49 

184 

Banotv  

265 

994 

Bnage  Trattord  

10 

38 

Buerton  

17 

65 

Capenhurst  



103 

386 

Caughall  

3 

13 

Chester  Castle  

1 

2 

Chorlton-by-Backford  .. 

30 

113 

Christleton  

456 

1710 

Churton  Heath  

5 

15 

Claverton  

— 

— 

Croughton  

6 

— 

Dodleston  

116 

435 

Dunham-on-the-Hill  .... 



153 

574 

Eaton  



21 

79 

Eccleston  

87 

• 326 

Elton  

127 

468 

Great  Boughton  

....  ....  ....  .... 

1075 

4031 

Guilden  Sutton  



210 

788 

Hapsford  

33 

124 

8 


Hoole  Village  93  349 

Huntington  373  1399 

Lca-by-i3ackford  61  229 

Lea  Newbold  7 27 

Ledsham  41  154 

Littleton  147  551 

Little  Stanney  81  304 

Lower  Kinnerton  39  147 

Marlston-cum-Lache  29  109 

Mickle  Trafford  133  499 

Mollington  145  544 

Moston  68  255 

Picton  21  79 

Poulton  30  113 

Puddington  107  401 

Pulford  90  338 

Rowton  73  274 

Saighton  75  281 

Saughall  582  2183 

Shotwick  19  71 

Shotwick  Park  20  75 

Stoak  23  86 

Thorn ton-le-Moors  66  2^8 

Uoton -by-Chester  1494  5603 

Wervin  24  90 

Winnbolds  Trafford  33  124 

Woodbank  26  98 


6775  25389 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  is  nothing  to  be  added  to  the  report  of  previous 
years  except  to  say  that  the  overloading  in  the  Parish  of  Upton- 
by-Chester  has  been  a little  more  aggravated  on  occasions  of 
heavy  rain,  and  we  had  plenty  of  that  in  1954,  so  that  on  occa- 
sions miniature  fountains  have  been  evidenced  through  the  key- 
ways  of  manholes. 

The  needs  of  the  various  Parishes  are  here  analysed. 

Barrow. 

The  completion  of  the  laying  of  the  new  sewerage  scheme 
for  this  Parish  has  been  interrupted  by  continued  spells  of  wet 
weather  and  progress  though  retarded  has  been  maintained  but 
the  completion  date  is  likely  to  have  to  be  extended. 

It  is  necessary  to  reiterate  that  only  that  part  of  the  Parish 
known  as  Great  Barrow  will  be  satisfied,  the  remaining  parts  of 
Hollowmore  Heath,  Little  Barrow  and  Stamford  Bridge  still  re- 
main to  be  dealt  with:,  this  is  particularly  necessary  in  the  case 
of  the  Stamford  Bridge  area. 
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Dunham  Hill. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  an  adverse  report  has  to  be  given 
again  of  the  filtered  effluent  from  the  Talbot  Road  housing 
scheme  works  in  spite  of  regular  attention  being  given  to  the 
plant  which  may  be  due  to  the  prevailing  use  of  detergents: 
research  however  has  not  produced  conclusive  evidence  of  this 
supposition. 

The  remainder  of  the  Parish  continues  to  be  in  want  of 
a comprehensive  scheme  and  the  necessity  for  it  must  not  be 
lost  sight  of. 

Elton. 

Efforts  to  create  conditions  that  might  have  justified  the 
provision  of  a comprehensive  scheme  for  this  Parish  have  failed 
but  the  necessity  is  nevertheless  just  as  great;  particularly  is 
this  noticeable  at  Mount  Pleasant. 

Guilden  Sutton  and  Mickle  Trafford. 

The  post-war  housing  scheme  sewage  disposal  plants  con- 
tinue to  receive  regular  attention  and  a reasonable  standard  of 
effluent  is  maintained. 

Molhngton. 

Private  development  has  continued  and  the  implementa- 
tion of  the  scheme  suggested  pre  1939  is  becoming  more 
apparent. 

The  disposal  plants  of  your  post-war  housing  scheme  re- 
ceive regular  attention  and  a satisfactory  filtered  effluent  is 
secured. 

Rowton. 

The  necessity  for  a comprehensive  scheme  to  meet  the 
needs  of  this  Parish  are  being  met  in  part  in  that  a portion  of 
Rowton  Lane  has  been  sewered,  but  the  most  important  part  of 
the  Parish,  the  Moore  Lane  area  is  still  in  urgent  need  of  being 
adequately  sewered. 

Dodleston  and  Lower  Kinnerton. 

The  provision  of  a conjoint  scheme  to  accommodate  both 
these  Parishes  is  a continuing  necessity  particularly  as  the  Dodles- 
ton sewage  works  which  cater  for  only  a part  of  the  Parish  are 
overloaded  and  subject  to  flooding. 

These  Parishes  are  ideally  situated  for  a conjoint  scheme. 

Pulford. 

Regular  supervision  of  these  works  continues  to  secure  a 
reasonably  satisfactory  filtered  effluent;  further  development  will 
however  necessitate  enlargement  or  combining  with  an  adjoining 
Authority. 
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Saughall. 

The  completed  sections  of  the  Saughall  ‘A’  scheme  are  be- 
ing taken  full  advantage  of  and  are  relieving  a long  felt  want, 
but  there  are  two  sections  of  the  Parish  which  are  causing  some 
anxiety,  namely  the  Coalpit  Lane  area  of  the  Parkgatc  Road 
and  the  Kingswood  Lane  area  off  Fiddlers  Lane;  in  both  these 
areas  the  necessity  for  the  provision  of  a public  sewer  is  one  of 
urgency. 

Capenhurst. 

In  view  of  the  industrial  development  of  this  Parish  which 
has  necessitated  the  provision  of  houses  for  key  workers  in  addi- 
tion to  your  own  post-war  housing  scheme,  both  of  which  are 
dealt  with  by  an  independent  sewage  disposal  works,  the  neces- 
sity for  providing  a comprehensive  scheme  for  the  entire  Parish 
is  one  that  is  becoming  more  apparent. 

The  remaining  Parishes  are  truly  rural  and  their  neces- 
sities are  judged  from  this  angle. 

Housing  Scheme  Disposal  Plants  are  provided  at  Backford,  Barrow 
(2j,  Capennurst,  Dunnam-on-the-Hill,  Elton,  Guilden  Sutton,  Haps- 
lord,  i^ea-by-Backlord,  Little  Stanney,  Lower  Kinnerton,  Mickle 
Tratford,  Mollington,  Stoak  (2)  and  Thornton-le-Moors,  to  assist 
in  the  maintenance  of  which  a 800  gallons  capacity  Cesspool 
Emptier  is  used,  attended  by  a driver  and  attendant,  on  the  non- 
mechanical plants  which  have  no  sludge  drying  beds;  whilst  the 
mechanical  plants  and  sewage  pumping  plants  at  Mollington, 
Mickle  Trafford,  Lower  Kinnerton,  Saughall,  Christleton  and 
Littleton  are  maintained  by  one  man  whom  you  have  provided 
with  a three-wheeled  run-about  van. 

The  Cesspool  Emptier  is  used  both  inside  and  outside 
your  administrative  area  to  empty  Cesspools  and  Settlement 
Tanks  on  drainage  systems  of  private  houses  and  farm  premises 
and  was  called  for  on  no  less  than  124  occasions  during  1954. 

Results  of  analyses  of  filtered  effluents  are  not  always  all 
that  they  might  be  but  every  effort  is  made  to  secure  the  desired 
result. 


During  the  year  91  sewer  and  drain  tests  have  been  carried 
out  by  this  Department  comprising  86  tests  of  drains  connected 
to  sewers,  and  5 tests  of  drains  discharging  to  Septic  Tanks,  and 
in  Saughall  there  were  13  conversions  to  sewer. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  duty  of  supervision  for  possible  pollution  of  Rivers 
and  Streams  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  respective  River  Boards 
for  the  area,  but  attention  is  given  to  ditches  which  may  com- 
municate with  them. 


II 


Public  Cleansing  Service. 

The  whole  of  your  area  continues  to  receive  this  service 
in  so  far  as  it  relates  to  removal  of  household  and  trade  refuse 
and  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  6,436  dwellings  which 
received  the  service  which  number  increased  to  6,775  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

During  this  period  it  is  estimated  that  8,537  tons  of  refuse 
were  dealt  with  at  your  respective  tips,  comprised  in  3,811  loads 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  £17,900  Os.  Od.,  or  £2  Is.  lid.  per  ton  and 
£4  13s.  4d.  per  load.  Expressed  in  terms  of  dwellings  it  amounts 
to  £2  12s.  lO^d.  per  annum  or  Is.  5/26d.  per  week  per  dwelling. 

Collection. 

The  five  vehicles  which  maintain  this  service  have  been 
augmented  by  the  new  vehicle  which  came  into  operation  in 
August;  this  enables  one  vehicle  to  be  kept  as  stand-by  in  case 
of  emergency  or  to  help  out  when  needed  elsewhere. 

Disposal. 

As  was  anticipated  the  Cotton  Lane  site  was  worked  out 
by  April  and  a new  temporary  site  was  started  at  Wervin  where 
three  pits  were  required  to  be  filled  in;  these  have  served  a pur- 
pose, but  again  their  usefulness  will  not  last  longer  than  May, 
1955. 


In  May  you  purchased  a second-hand  Bristol  ‘10’  Angle- 
dozer  which  has  proved  a very  useful  implement  and  has  resulted 
in  reducing  the  attendant  staff  to  two  Controllers  as  against  four ; 
and  whilst  a vastly  improved  job  of  Controlling  the  tipping  has 
taken  place,  the  implement  has  proved  to  be  rather  small  and 
rather  exacting  physically  for  the  operator,  as  the  blade  control 
is  by  manual  manipulation  as  against  mechanical  manipulation. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  prelimary  approaches  were 
made  for  the  acquisition  of  a portion  of  the  Hoole  Bank  Brick- 
works which  if  successful,  it  is  hoped,  will  result  in  providing 
tipping  accommodation  for  a number  of  years  to  come. 

Personnel  comprises  five  teams  of  Drivers  and  Collectors 
employing  21  men  for  Collection  purposes  and  2 men  for  Tip 
Controlling  purposes,  all  of  whom  are  to  be  congratulated  on  their 
tenacity,  which  has  entailed  working  under  difficult  conditions, 
so  that  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  sickness  has  from  time  to 
time  depleted  their  numbers,  and  though  a certain  amount  of 
disorganisation  has  resulted,  no  serious  inconvenience  has  been 
caused  to  the  ratepayers,  and  I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  them 
for  their  honest  endeavours. 

General. 

In  Tuly  last  the  new  Depot  was  opened  at  Christleton  by 
a fitting  little  ceremony  performed  by  your  Chairman  and  the 
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Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  at  which  members  of 
the  Council  were  present  and  which  was  followed  by  a smaller 
ceremony  at  the  end  of  the  day  in  which  the  personnel  participated. 

This  accommodation  has  satisfied  a long  felt  want,  there 
now  being  ample  accommodation  for  housing  all  your  Refuse 
Collection  Vehicles  and  the  Cesspool  Emptier,  together  with  a 
Muster-cum-Mess  Room  for  the  men,  a separate  office  for  the 
Foreman  and  further  accommodation  for  your  Rodent  Operative  ; 
also  ample  washing  facilities  and  sanitary  accommodation  with 
hot  and  cold  water  laid  on,  and  a convenience  which  is  fully 
appreciated  by  your  outdoor  staff. 

With  the  absorption  of  Hoole  Urban  District  into  the 
boundary  of  the  Chester  City  in  April  the  facilities  for  refuse 
disposal  afforded  them  ceased. 


Salvage. 

During  1954  prices  have  tended  to  rise  as  demand  for  Waste 
Paper  has  increased  and  the  following  is  a summary  of  the  quan- 
tities disposed  of  during  1954. 


CLASSIFICATION 

Newspapers  

Magazines  and  Books 
Mixed  Papers  

Total  


T.  CWTS.  QRS. 

7 19  — 

1 6 — 

32  2 — 

T41  7 — 


LBS.  £ s.  d. 

— 59  0 7 

— 7 3 0 

— 180  11  5 

— £246  15  0 


Shops. 

Two  shops  have  been  added  to  your  records  during  the 
year.  It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the 
Shops  Act,  1934,  relating  to  ventilation,  temperature,  or  the  pro- 
vision of  sanitary  conveniences. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Smoke  Abatement  is  one  side  of  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment’s duties  which  does  not  call  for  such  rigid  attention  in  your 
district  as  do  other  duties  and  it  is  fortunate  there  is  very  little 
industry  in  your  area  which  calls  for  attention  under  the  Smoke 
Abatement  Act,  nevertheless  it  has  been  necessary  on  occasions 
to  make  observations  of  a Laundry  and  a Salvage  Recovery  Works. 

Observations  made  of  both  these  premises  whilst  calling  for 
verbal  warnings  have  not  necessitated  taking  official  action. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  not  any  Public  or  privately  owned  swimming 
baths  or  pools  open  to  the  public  in  your  area. 
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Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

No  further  premises  have  been  added  to  your  registers,  the 
number  remains  at  53. 

Rodent  Control. 

The  implementation  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  bv  Pests 
Act,  1949,  continue  to  be  carried  out  in  a satisfactory  manner  by 
your  Rat  Catcher  who  continues  to  give  careful  and  consciencious 
service  and  regular  attention  to  the  13  contracts  entered  into 
which  yielded  £182  11s.  Od. 

The  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  continue  to  have  the 
farms  in  your  area  regularly  inspected  and  it  is  a source  of  satis- 
faction to  know  that  it  has  not  been  necessary  for  statutory  action 
to  be  taken  in  any  instance. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  year’s  work. 

Number  of  visits  made  2457 

Number  of  premises  visited  2164 

Number  of  premises  re-visited  293 


SECTION  D. 


HOUSING 

During  the  year  90  Council  houses  have  been  erected  by 
you,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  803  houses  occupied 
whilst  64  were  in  course  of  construction,  and  you  have  plans  for 
the  erection  of  a further  326  houses. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  progress  of  youi  various 
schemes : — 


NO.  OF  NO.  OF  NO.  OF 


TOTAL  NO. 

HOUSES 

HOUSES  IN 

HOUSES 

OF  HOUSES 

ERECTED  AND 

COURSE  OF 

PROPOSED 

TO  BE 

OCCUPIED 

CONSTRUCTION 

TO  BE 

ERECTED 

AT  31.12.54 

AT  31.12.54 

ERECTED 

Backford  

20 

20 

— 

— 

Barrow  

40 

40 

— 

— 

Capenhurst  .... 

22 

22 

— 

— 

Christleton  .... 

122 

46 

28 

48 

Dodleston  

31 

31 

— 

— 

Dunham  Hill 

48 

48 

— 

— 

Elton  

24 

24 

— 

— 

Gt.  Boughton  .... 

176 

66 

— 

110 

Guilden  Sutton 

34 

32 

2 

— 

Hapsford  

6 

6 

— 

— 

Huntington  .... 

54 

20 

34 

— 

14 


Lea-by-Backford 

....  8 

8 

— 

— 

Lea  Newbold 

....  2 

2 

— 

— 

Little  Stanney  .... 

....  6 

6 

— 

— 

Lower  Kinnerton... 

....  10 

10 

— 

— 

Mickle  Trafford 

....  36 

36 

— 

— 

Mollington  

...  8 

.8 

— 

— 

Pulford  

....  8 

8 

— 

— 

Saughall  

....  252 

206 

— 

46 

Shotwick  

....  2 

2 

— 

— 

Stoak  

....  22 

4 

— 

18 

Thornton  

....  22 

22 

— 

— 

Upton-by-Chester 

....  240 

136 

— 

104 

1193 

803 

64 

326 

Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  year. 


1.  (1) 

(a) 

Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  

500 

(b) 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

1335 

(2) 

(a) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (including  under 
sub-head  1 above)  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  (Rural  Housing  Survey)  .... 

Nil 

(b) 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

Nil 

(3) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ^ 

1 

(4) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  

76 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  Formal 
Notices : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officer  76 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:  — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-bouses  in  respect  of 


which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  Formal  Notices:  — 

(a)  By  Owners  2 


(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  Formal 
Notices : — 

(a)  By  Owners  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 


Hutted  Camps. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  four  camps  for 
which  you  acted  as  Agents  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  containing  in  all  13  hutments  with  a popu- 
lation of  54  ; during  the  year  you  have  re-housed  certain  of  the 
tenants,  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  three  camps 
comprising  8 hutments  occupied,  with  a population  of  34. 


The  following  table  sho 
1954:  — 

NO.  OF 
OCCUPIED 
HUTMENTS 

1.  Wheatfield  Camp, 

Littleton  4 

2.  Victory  Villas, 

Newton  Lane, 

Upton  2 

3.  Powey  Lane 

Camp, 

Capenhurst  2 
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the  position  at  31st  December, 


NO.  OF 

ADULT 

OCCUPANTS 

NO.  OF 

CHILD 

OCCUPANTS 

TOTAL 

OCCUPANTS 

11 

10 

21 

4 

2 

6 

3 

4 

7 

18 

16 

34 

SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  and  Dairies  Act,  1949. 

Under  this  Act  and  the  Special  Designation  Orders  made 
under  this  Act,  the  following  Licences  were  issued  bv  you  during 
1954. 

Registered  Dairies  8 

Distributors  10 

Dealers  Licences  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  9 
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Dealers  Licences  (Tub.  Tested  and  Accredited)  ....  4 

Dealers  Supplementary  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  5 

Dealers  Supplementary  (Tub.  Tested  and  Accredited)  3 

39 


As  the  result  of  samples  taken  by  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture and  Fisheries  (Animal  Health  Division)  notifications  were 
received  that  samples  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Guinea  Pig 
tests  were  found  to  be  positive,  and  the  consequent  action  of 
securing  that  all  milk  produced  at  the  farms  concerned  was  first 
pasteurised  was  taken. 

I must  mention  it  is  unfortunate  that  a more  positive  means 
of  testing  milk  for  tuberculosis  reaction  has  not  been  found,  be- 
cause of  the  time  limits  involved  between  the  injection  of  the 
samples  and  the  consequent  result,  approximately  3 months,  also 
the  fact  that  it  would  appear  each  Guinea  Pig  is  injected  with 
samples  from  two  or  more  producers  ; this  method  invariably  in- 
volves a considerable  amout  of  inconvenience  to  producers  during 
the  period  of  clearance  when  all  milk  produced  has  to  be  sub- 
mitted for  pasteurisation. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Section  14. 

Ice  Cream. 

Two  further  applications  for  the  sale  and  storage  of  Ice 
Cream  have  been  received  making  a total  of  41  and  2 manu- 
facturers. 

Most  of  the  Ice  Cream  sold  is  of  the  pre-packed  variety 
manufactured  by  wholesalers  of  repute.  The  three  manufacturers 
have  not  yet  found  it  necessary  to  manufacture  their  own  product. 

Prepared  Foods. 

One  further  application  has  been  received  for  the  registra- 
tion of  persons  and  premises  for  the  manufacturer  of  preserved 
foods  intended  for  sale,  the  total  on  your  register  now  being  14. 

As  in  the  past,  inspection  of  the  premises  are  carried  out 
at  irregular  intervals,  and  the  standard  of  preparation  and  storage 
continues  to  be  satisfactory. 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

In  March  the  Government  made  known  its  policy  with  re- 
gard to  the  decontrol  of  meat  rationing  and  intimated  that  Local 
Authorities  were  permitted  to  licence  the  use  of  premises,  under 
certain  conditions,  as  private  slaughterhouses,  such  licences  to  be 
restricted  in  numbers  so  as  to  meet  the  immediate  needs  of  the 

district  concerned. 

• 

Those  persons  who  had  operated  a licenced  or  registered 
slaughterhouse  prior  to  the  closure  of  such  premises  in  1940  were 
made  aware  of  this  decision,  as  a result  of  which  twelve  applica- 
tions for  the  renewal  of  the  registration  or  licencing  of  the  premises 
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were  received  ; and  subject  to  certain  alterations  and  improvements 
ten  were  approved  by  you ; subsequently  only  five  of  such 
approvals  are  being  used  for  regular  slaughtering ; included  in 
the  five  being  now  regularly  used  is  the  slaughterhouse  at  Shed 
Lane  used  for  the  slaughter  of  pigs  by  the  Bacon  Board. 

In  May  you  received  a deputation  from  a neighbouring 
Urban  authority  who  intimated  they  were  unable  to  provide 
adequate  slaughtering  facilities  in  their  area  as  there  were  no 
premises  suitable  for  adoption  for  slaughtering  purposes  at  a 
reasonable  cost,  either  of  their  own  ownership  or  privately  owned  : 
and  they  sought  your  assistance  by  allowing  a slaughterhouse  in 
your  area  and  adjacent  to  theirs  to  be  licenced,  although  it  was 
extraneous  to  the  requirements  of  your  area,  which  you  readily 
agreed  to  do,  subject  to  the  owner  carrying  out  extensive  im- 
provements and  repairs,  and  subject  to  that  Urban  Authority 
agreeing  to  inspect  all  animals  slaughtered  therein,  as  thev  w'ere 
for  sale  by  butchers  in  that  area:  both  these  conditions  w'ere 
agreed  to  : and  when  in  July  orivate  slaughterins;  became  an  est- 
ablished fact,  this  gentlemen’s  agreement  came  into  ooeration, 
and  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  has  worked  satisfactory. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  carcases  inspected  and 
condemnations  maae  during  the  year. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

BEASTS  ( 

CALVES 

SHEEP 

AND 

LAMBS 

PIGS  TOTAL 

Number  slaughtered  

447 

105 

2002 

2785  5339 

N umber  inspected  

447 

105 

2002 

2785  5339 

All  Diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis : — 

Whole  Carcases 

Condemned 

2 2 

Carcases  of  which  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  .... 

75 

— 

57 

273  405 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected,  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis   

16.7% 

2.8% 

9.8% 

Tuberculosis  only:  — 

Whole  Carcases 

Condemned 

3 

— 3 

Carcases  of  which  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  .... 

97 

- - 

71  168 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected,  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  

22.3% 

2.5% 

Meat — Weight  condemned:  2 Tons  18  cwts.  2 qtrs.  3 lbs. 
Other  Foods — Weight  condemned:  4 cwts.  2 qtrs.  6 lbs. 
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List  of  Samples  for  analysis  obtained  in  the  Chester  Rural  District 
during  the  year  ended  Mst  December,  1954. 


NAME  OF  SAMPLE 

NUMBER  OBTAINED 

Almonds  (Ground) 

1 

Fish  Paste  

1 

Luncheon  Meat 

(Tinned) 

1 

Meat  Paste  

1 

Milk  

15 

Milk — Condensed 
(M/c  skimmed. 

Sweetened) 

1 

Rum  

1 

Sausages  (Beef)  

1 

Sweets  

1 

Whiskey  

1 

NUMBER  ADULTERATED 
OR  NOT  UP  TO  THE 
RECOGNISED  STANDARD 
OF  QUALITY 


24 


Nil 


All  the  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for 
analysis  and  the  fact  that  all  the  samples  were  reported  as  genuine 
is  a highly  satisfactory  result. 

The  above  Report  was  kindly  sent  by  Mr.  Stacey  Hallard, 
Chief  Inpector,  Weights  and  Measures,  Cheshire  County  Council. 


SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1954 

TOTAL  CASES  CASES  ADMITTED 
NOTIFIED  TO  HOSPITAL  DE^VTHS 


Pneumonia  



45 

44 

— 

Erysipelas  

2 

1 

— 

Food  Poisoning  



6 

3 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  



15 

3 

— 

Poliomyelitis  

I 

— 

— 

Measles  

57 

— 

— 

19 


Whooping  Cough  

30 

— 

— 

Malaria  (Military)  

27 

27 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

2 

1 

— 

Dysentery  

10 

3 

— 

Weil’s  Disease  (Military) 

1 

1 

— 

Paratyphiod  (Military) .... 

4 

4 

— 

Typhoid  

1 

1 

— 

201  88  Nil 


TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  the  year  1954 


NEW  CASES  DEATHS 

Age  Non  Non 

Periods  Respiratory  Respiratory  Total  Respiratory  Respiratory  Total 


M 

F 

M F 

M&F 

M 

F 

M F M&F 

0-1 

1-5 

— 

— 



.. — 

— 

— 



5-15 

15-25 

3 

2 

— — 

5 

1 

— 

— — 1 

25-35 

2 

2 

— — 

4 

1 

— 

— — 1 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

65  & upwards 
Age  unknown 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

— — 1 

2 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

Totals 

6 

5 

— — 

11 

2 

3 

— — 5 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 
Inspection  for  puropses  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Number  of 

Number  on  Written  Occupiers 

Premises  Register  Insf)ections  Notices  Prosecuted 


(1)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 

Authority  56  31 
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(2)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (1)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority ....  — — 

(3)  Other  Premises  in 

which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  23  12 

Totals  79  43 


Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l.) 

Overcrowding  (S.2.)  

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3.) 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4.) 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6.) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7.) 

(a)  insufficient  

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  

Total  


No.  of 
cases  in 
prosecu- 

Referred  tions 

To  H.M.  By  H.M.  wei’e 
Found  Remedied  Inspec-  Inspec-  Insti- 
tor  tor  tuted 


PART  VIII  of  the  Act  — OUTWORK 

(Sections  110  and  111) 

NUMBER  OF  OUT- 
WORKERS IN  AUG. 
LIST  REQUIRED  BY 

NATURE  OF  WORK  SECTION  110  (1)  (c) 

Wearing  apparel  (Making,  etc.)  Cleaning  and 
Washing  1 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  HEALTH  SERVICES  OF 
SOUTH  WEST  CHESHIRE  DIVISION  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1954 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Division  now  comprises  (since  1st  April,  1954)  Elles- 
mere Port  Urban  District  and  Chester  and  Tarvin  Rural  Districts. 
On  1st  April,  Hoole  Urban  District  ceased  to  be  a constituent  of 
the  Division,  when  it  was  transferred  to  the  City  of  Chester. 
The  total  population  at  1st  April,  according  to  the  Registrar 
General’s  latest  figures  (mid  1953)  is  75,360,  and  the  area  is  97.987 
acres,  which  is  the  equivalent  of  0.76  persons  per  acre.  The 
number  of  inhabited  houses  is  approximately  21,313,  and  the 
combined  rateable  value  approximately  £494,976. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  statistics  included  in  the  report, 
that  the  figures  for  certain  services  show  a decline  compared  with 
previous  years.  This  is  largely  due  to  the  removal  of  the  Hoole 
Urban  District  from  the  services  of  the  Division  for  nine  months 
of  the  year  1954. 

There  is  a decrease  in  mileage  of  both  Ambulances  and 
Sitting  Case  Cars.  Otherwise  the  Service  continued  as  usual, 
though  with  some  disappointment  that  the  building  of  the  pro- 
posed new  depot  at  Ellesmere  Port  had  not  commenced  in  1954. 
It  is  hoped  that  an  early  start  may  be  made,  and  the  building 
completed  in  1955. 

There  has  been  a marked  decline  in  the  number  of  hours 
worked  by  Domestic  Helps,  and  the  cost  of  the  Service  has  been 
proportionately  reduced ; in  both  cases  the  figures  are  less  than 
half  those  of  the  previous  year. 

The  administration  of  two  additional  schemes  has  been 
undertaken  by  the  Divisional  Committee  in  common  with  other 
Divisions  in  the  County.  The  distribution  of  Welfare  Food.s 
throughout  the  area  was  transferred  from  the  Ministry  of  Food 
to  the  Local  Health  Authority  in  June.  This  necessitated  the 
employment  of  two  additional  female  clerks  in  Ellesmere  Port, 
and  the  provision  of  more  accommodation  to  carry  out  this  work. 
Elsewhere  in  the  scattered  rural  areas  the  Committee  was  able 
to  use  the  voluntary  services  which  had  ooerated  under  the 
Ministry  of  Food,  the  clerical  work  involved  being  undertaken 
at  the  Divisional  Office. 

The  second  scheme  which  started  in  the  Autumn  of  1954 
was  the  vaccination  of  “ school  leavers  ” with  B.C.G.  ?s  a nrotec- 
tion  against  the  possible  develonment  of  Tuberculosis  in  the 
future.  In  addition  to  the  considerable  clerical  and  recording 
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work  involved,  each  school  requires  at  least  six  initial  visits 
by  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  or  the  Assistant  School  Medical 
Officer,  together  with  the  Health  Visitor,  and  two  further  follow 
up  visits  twelve  months  later. 

The  work  is  proceeding  in  a satisfactory  manner,  and  it  is 
gratifying  to  note  the  high  proportion  of  parents  who  are  accept- 
ing the  vaccination  on  behalf  of  their  children. 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  shows  a reduction  from  625  in  1953  to  587,  and 
is  probably  due  to  the  removal  of  the  Hoole  Urban  District  from 
the  list. 

Notifications  of  other  Infectious  Diseases  show  a sharp  rise 
in  Dysentery  (Sonne  type)  and  Measles  in  the  Ellesmere  Port 
area,  ^vhere  there  were  epidemics  of  the  former  in  the  Spring  and 
of  the  latter  in  the  Autumn.  There  was  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  Whooping  Cough  cases  in  the  Ellesmere  Port  and 
Tarvin  Districts. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WALTER  J.  BIRCHALL,  m.b.,  m.r.c.s.,  d.p.h. 


CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 

SOUTH-WEST  CHESHIRE  DIVISIONAL  HEALTH 

COMMITTEE 

Report  for  Year  ended  31st  December,  1954 

N.H.S.  Act,  1946  (Section  22)  — Care  of  Mothers  and  Young 


Children 

A.  Mothers’  Clinics. 

NEW 

TOTAL 

CASES 

ATTENDANCES 

Ante-Natal  

430 

2,809 

Post-Natal  

140 

148 

Dental : 

Pre-Natal  

5 

6 

Nursing  Mothers  

— 

— 

Dentures  Supplied  

— 

— 

B.  Young  Children’s  Clinics. 

NEW 

TOTAL 

CASES 

ATTENDANCES 

(1)  Infant  Welfare — 

To  1 year  

835 

8.773 

1 — 5 years  

— 

3,174 

(2)  Specialist — 

Ophthalmic  

25 

85 

Dental  Treatment  (under  5) 

164 

169 

E.N.T.  (under  5)  

51 

66 
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(3)  Day  Nurseries — 


Aged  0 — 2 years  

2 — 5 years  

Details  of  figures  (where 
they  relate  to  more  than 
one  Clinic)  are  given  here- 
under. 


DAILY 

AVERAGE  NO. 

ATTEND-  TOTAL 

ING  ATTENDANCES 


15  3,717 

29  7,192 


Eye  Clinics — 

Hoole  

Ellesmere  Port  

Totals  

Number  of  Children  under 
five  for  whom  spectacles 

were  prescribed  

Number  of  cases  recom- 
mended for  hospital  treat- 


NEW 

CASES 

6 

19 

25 


TOTAL 

ATTENDANCES 

7 

78 

85 


32 


ment  
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NEW  CASES 

TOTAL 

ATTENDA> 

Pare  Centres — 

0-1 

0-1 

1-5 

Barrow  

16 

154 

168 

Ellesmere  Port  

324 

3,331 

639 

Farndon  

21 

147 

72 

‘Hoole  

36 

354 

94 

Huntington  

24 

239 

137 

Kelsall  

33 

292 

221 

Little  Sutton  

127 

1,605 

484 

Malpas  

15 

85  ■ 

151 

Overpool  

76 

656 

ro 

Saughall  

37 

448 

330 

Tarvin  

14 

157 

117 

Tattenhall  

15 

121 

177 

Upton  

71 

987 

376 

Ince  

26 

197 

61 

835 

8,773 

3,177 

*Hoole  Clinic  transferred  to  the  City  and  County  of  the 
City  of  Chester  on  31st  March,  1954. 

SPECIAL  COMMENTS 

WELFARE  CENTRES  AND  DAY  NURSERIES 
Welfare  Centres. 

Litile  Sutton — The  former  Day  Nursery  was  converted  to 
a Welfare  Centre  and  Dental  Clinic  by  Messrs.  S.  & R.  Williams 
of  Bebington  for  the  sum  of  £951  Os.  Od. 

18  yards  of  Spone:e  Sheeting  was  purchased  at  a cost  of 
£40  8s.  Od.  for  use  at  the  Relaxation  Clinic  for  expectant  mothers. 
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Ellesmere  Port — Internal  decorations  were  carried  out  by 
A.  Palin  of  Northwich  at  a cost  of  £117  Os.  Od. 

An  Electrolux  Polisher  was  purchased  at  a cost  of  £26  16s.  2d. 

The  Central  Heating  Boiler  was  considered  by  the  County 
Architect’s  Department  to  be  beyond  repair,  and  was  accordingly 
replaced. 

Upton — The  rental  for  the  hire  of  the  Village  Hall  for  use 
as  a Welfare  Centre  was  increased  from  12/6d.  to  £1  Os.  Od.  per 
session  with  effect  from  the  1st  January,  1954. 

Welfare  Foods  Service. 

The  distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  (National  Dried  Milk, 
Cod  Liver  Oil,  A & D tablets,  and  Orange  Juice)  was  transferred 
from  the  Ministry  of  Food  to  the  Local  Health  Authority  on  the 
28th  June,  1954. 

In  the  Ellesmere  Port  area  the  distribution  centre  was  trans- 
ferred from  the  Food  Office  in  Meadow  Lane  to  the  Child  Welfare 
Centre  in  York  Road.  Plans  were  passed  for  the  adaptation  of  the 
unused  portion  of  the  former  Pram  Shed  at  the  rear  of  the  Centre 
into  a Welfare  Foods  Service  Centre,  and  the  tender  of  Mr.  C. 
Salter  for  £385  5s.  Od.  was  accepted.  Until  the  adaptation  is  com- 
pleted, the  Welfare  Foods  have  been  stored  and  distributed  in  the 
hall  of  the  Welfare  Centre. 

In  the  Little  Sutton  area,  the  distribution  centre  at  the 
Carlton  Cafe  was  transferred  to  the  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Chester 
Road,  Little  Sutton. 

In  the  remainder  of  the  Divisional  Area  the  distribution 
of  the  Welfare  Foods  is  being  carried  out  by  the  services  of  the 
W.V.S.  and  other  voluntary  persons  in  clinics,  homes  and  shops, 
under  the  guidance  of  the  Divisional  Office. 

I'he  distribution  of  the  Welfare  Foods  throughout  the  Divi- 
sion has  operated  satisfactorily,  largely  owing  to  the  splendid  co- 
ooeration  of  the  voluntary  nersons  and  the  members  of  the  W.V.S., 
who  have  at  all  times  been  most  helpful. 

During  the  period  28th  June,  1954,  to  the  31st  December, 
1954,  33,735  articles  have  been  distributed  by  the  26  distribution 
centres  in  the  Division. 

The  following  is  a Summary  of  the  Number  of  Articles 


distributed ; — 

National  Dried  Milk  17,113  tins 

Cod  Liver  Oil  3.497  bottles 

A & D Tablets  752  nackets 

Orange  Juice  12,373  bottles 

Day  Nursery,  Ellesmere  Port. 


Attendances  continued  at  a high  level  throughout  the  year, 
a daily  average  of  44  attending. 

Alti’ough  rbete,  have  been  enidevnics  of  Dvs'’nterv  and 
Measles  in  the  district,  the  general  health  of  the  children  and 
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staff  was  quite  good,  and  the  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  was 
low. 

Family  meals  were  introduced  in  the  Nursery,  the  staff  eat- 
ing their  meals  w'ith  the  children  at  small  tables,  and  this  measu'.e 
is  considered  a great  improvement. 

The  Nursery  was  closed  from  Monday,  the  26th  July  to 
Sunday,  8th  August,  for  Annual  Holidays. 

A successful  Christmas  party  was  arranged  for  the  children 
by  the  Matron  and  the  staff,  and  each  child  received  a present 
from  Father  Christmas.  Linoleum  was  laid  in  the  Milk  Room 
and  the  Hall  at  a cost  of  £40  5s.  6d. 

Uniforms  were  purchased  to  the  sum  of  £29  7s.  Id. 

A new  electric  motor  was  fitted  to  the  Refrigerator  at  a 
cost  of  £12  10s.  Od. 

Staff.  Three  Nursery  Students  (Nurses  H.  Waite,  M.  Let- 
man  and  V.  Riddall)  were  successful  at  the  N.N.E.B.  examinations 
held  in  July  and  November. 

Mrs.  Catherall,  the  cook,  resigned  owing  to  ill  health  on  the 
1st  October,  and  Mrs.  L.  M.  Steele  of  Ellesmere  Port  was  appointed 
cook  in  her  place. 

Mr.  D.  C.  Davies,  the  Handyman,  resigned  on  the  9th  July, 
and  Mr.  W.  R.  Maxwell  of  Ellesmere  Port  was  appointed  temp- 
orary Handyman  in  his  place. 

Costs.  A Comparative  Statement  on  the  costs  of  Day 
Nurseries  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1954,  was  received  from 
the  County  Treasurer,  and  the  daily  cost  per  child  during  the 
year  was  as  follows : — 

1952/53  — 10/7d.  1953/54  — 9/93/d. 

Average  cost  throughout  the  County  was:  — 

1952/53  — 11 /3/d.  1953/54  — 11 /7d. 

(Section  23).  MIDWIVES 

Number  of  Births  (adjusted  for  inward  and  outward  trans- 
fers) — 1,342  (including  31  stillbirths). 

(Section  23/25). 

MIDWIFERY  AND  HOME  NURSING 

Transport. 

A variety  of  repairs  were  carried  out  to  the  County  owned 
cars  used  by  the  District  Nurses  and  Midwives. 

Accommodation. 

A garage  was  erected  and  an  entrance  drive  made  at  the 
house  of  the  Malpas  District  Nurse  at  a cost  of  £234  17s.  Od. 

Furniture  to  the  sum  of  £260  Os.  Od.  was  purchased  for  the 
District  Nurse,  Saughall. 

A New  Electric  Cooker  was  installed  for  the  Kelsall  Dist- 
rict Nurse  at  a cost  of  £16  9s.  Od. 
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The  invaluable  help  of  the  lady  members  is  much  appre- 
ciated for  their  assistance  in  furnishing  premises  for  District 
Nurse/Midvvives. 

(Section  26). 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Total  fees  paid  for  the  period  1.1.54 — 31.12.54  amounted  to 
£411  I Os.  Od. 

Statistics  are  as  stated  below:  — 

A.  VACCINATION. 


1 . Primary  Vaccination — 

Males 

Females  Total 

(1)  Pre-School  Children  .... 

334 

336 

670 

(2)  School  Children  

6 

6 

12 

(3)  Adults  

8 

13 

21 

Total  .... 

348 

355 

703 

2.  Re- Vaccination — 

(1)  Pre-School  Children  .... 

1 

— 

1 

(2)  School  Children  

10 

6 

16 

(3)  Adults  

33 

44 

77 

Total  .... 

44 

50 

94 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Incomplete. 

(1)  Pre-School  Children  .... 

77 

49 

126 

(2)  School  Children  

— 

— 

— 

Total  .... 

77 

49 

126 

Completed. 

(1)  Pre-School  Children  .... 

469 

409 

878 

(2)  School  Children  

13 

12 

25 

Total  .... 

482 

421 

903 

Re-Immunisation. 

All  children  

88 

81 

169 

WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION. 

(1)  Pre-School  Children  ....  100 

84 

184 

(2)  School  Children  

6 

5 

11 

Total  .... 

106 

89 

195 

These  figures  are  not  final  as  records 

are  still  being  received 

services  performed  during  1954. 
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(Section  27).  AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

No.  of 

Accidfinl  and 


No.  of 

Total  No. 
of 

Total  No. 
Patients 

Emergency 
Journeys 
included  in 

Total 

Vehicles 

Journeys 

carried 

Column  3 

Mileage 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

A. 

Directly  (Amb.)  ....  5 

3,150 

7,462 

608 

76,957 

Provided  (Cars)  ....  2 

1,066 

2,873 

16 

45,782 

B. 

By  Agency  (Amb.)  5 

921 

921 

213 

8,184 

(Cars)  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

C. 

(Qrester  City  Amb.) 

Supplementary 

(Amb.)  — 

W.V.S.  Taxi,  (Cars, 

etc.)  — 

35 

35 
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It  will  be  observed  from  the  Table  set  out  below  that 
mileage  performed  by  vehicles  of  the  Divisional  Ambulance  Ser- 
vice was  somewhat  lower  than  the  previous  year. 


Mice.age 

MmE.AGE 

1954 

1953 

C.C.C.  Ambulances  

76,957 

80,021 

C.C.C.  Cars  

45,782 

47,245 

122,739 

127,266 

A Comparative  Statement  on  the  costs  of  the  Ambulance 
Service  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1954,  was  received  from 
the  County  Treasurer,  and  the  cost  per  mile  was  as  follows:  — 


1953/54 

1952/53 

Ambulances 

1 /6d. 

l/7d. 

Sitting  Case 

Cars 

1 /4d. 

1/ld. 

The  average 

cost 

throughout  the  County  was: 

— 

1953/54 

1952/53 

Ambulances 

2/6/4d. 

2/6d. 

Sitting  Case 

Cars 

l/4/.d. 

l/4d. 

Staff. 

Two  members  of  the  Ambulance  Service  were  awarded 
Safe  Driving  Diplomas,  and  one  Driver  was  awarded  a bar  to  his 
5 year  medal  by  the  Royal  Society  for  the  prevention  of  Accidents. 

There  have  again  been  several  changes  amongst  the  Ambu- 


lance Staff,  details  as  follows:  — 

Ambulance  Drivers  (resigned)  2 

Ambulance  Drivers  (appointed)  2 

Ambulance  Attendants  (resigned)  3 

Ambulance  Attendants  (appointed)  3 
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One  of  the  part-time  Ambulance  Drivers  resigned,  and  one 
full-time  Ambulance  Driver  was  placed  on  “ on  call  ” arrange- 
ments in  his  place. 

Uniforms  were  purchased  at  a cost  of  £80  Os.  Od. 

A transport  request  was  received  from  Dr.  Alexander  to 
convey  a patient  from  a house  in  Farndon,  which  was  completely 
surrounded  by  water,  to  Clatterbridge  Hospital.  A motor  launch 
of  the  Chester  Boat  Company  was  hired  for  this  purpose,  and 
proceeded  up  river,  together  with  the  Ambulance  Driver  and 
Attendant,  bringing  the  patient  to  Chester  and  then  by  Ambu- 
lance to  Clatterbridge  Hospital. 

The  establishment  of  vehicles  and  personnel  as  fixed  by 
the  Divisional  Committee  and  approved  by  the  County  Staffing 
Committee  is  as  follows:  — 

Vehicles 

Ambulances  

Sitting  Case  Cars  ... 

Sitting  Case  Car 

Drivers  2 

Part  Time  Drivers  ....  1 

7 11 


Personnel 

5 Supervisor  1 

2 Ambulance  Drivers  ....  3* 

Ambulance  Attendants  4 


*One  Ambulance  Driver  performs  “ On  Call  ” Duties  alternate 
weeks  with  the  Part  Time  Driver. 

Civil  Defence. 

The  old  Rolls  Royce  Ambulance  was  sold  for  £75  Os.  Od. 

In  the  winter  of  1953  efforts  were  made  to  conduct  a course 
of  lectures  on  Civil  Defence  to  members  enrolled  in  the  Ambu- 
lance Section  of  the  Civil  Defence  in  Ellesmere  Port.  After  two 
or  three  lectures  the  course  had  to  be  abandoned  because  of  lack 
of  support.  Further  efforts  were  made  in  the  Autumn  of  1954 
to  run  another  course  of  lectures,  but  attendances  are  very  small, 
and  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  course  can  be  completed  on  this 
account. 

(Section  28). 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS  — CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

TUBERCULOSIS 

A.  No.  of  Cases  investigated  in  Division:  — 

(1)  Tuberculosis — 

(a)  No.  of  forms  C & A.C.  4 completed  ....  59 

(Primary  Investigation). 

(b)  No.  of  forms  C & A.C.  22  completed  ....  460 

(Follow-up  Visits). 
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(c)  No  of  cases  where  patient  has  been  found  to  have: 

(a)  Removed  from  area  20 

(b)  Been  cured  1 

(c)  Recovered  2 

Died  11 


(2)  Other  than  Tuberculosis 
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All  cases  of  chronic  illness  awaiting  admission  to  Chronic- 
Wards  or  suitable  Institutions  are  visited  regularly  by  Health 
Visitors  until  admission  is  effected. 

B.  Number  of  Cases  placed  in  employment  (Disabled 

Persons  Act)  Nil 

C.  Particulars  of  loans  of  nursing  eauipment  — Two  Adult 
Invalid  Wheel  Chairs  were  nurchased,  one  new  costing  £8  10s.  Od., 
one  second-hand  (new  condition),  costing  £3  lOs.  Od.  A Bonaped 
Junior  Walking  Apnliance  costing  £12  12s.  Od.  was  purchased  for 
use  by  a child  in  Ellesmere  Port. 

Convalescence. 

The  sum  of  £155  Os.  Od.  was  allocated  for  the  year  ending 
31st  March,  1955,  for  convalescent  treatment. 

One  mother  and  her  child  were  sent  for  convalescence  for 
two  weeks,  but  returned  after  one  week.  Arrangements  were 
made  for  another  mother  to  have  two  weeks  convalescence,  but 
the  mother  decided  she  would  not  go. 

One  mother  and  her  three  children  were  sent  to  the  Re- 
habilitation Centre,  Brentwood,  Marple,  for  a period  of  eight 
weeks. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination — School  Leavers. 

The  scheme  for  the  B.C.G.  vaccination  of  school  children 
between  their  13th  and  14th  birthdays  commenced  earlv  in  Oct- 
ober, and  the  following  is  a summary  of  the  woi-k  carried  out 
during  the  months  of  October,  November  and  December. 


No.  of  children  offered  B.C.G.  vaccination  4'^9 

No.  of  parents  who  gave  their  consent  388 

No.  of  parents  who  refused  48 

No.  of  Consent  forms  not  returned  3 

No.  of  children  Jelly  or  Mantoux  positive  test 

w'ho  did  not  reauire  vaccination  83 

No.  of  children  vaccinated  with  BCG  257 

(45  absent,  3 already  had  BCG) 

No.  of  children  conversion  tested  21 

(1  absent) 

No.  of  positive  16 

No.  of  negative  4 

(1  absent) 
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Statistics  relating  to  cases  of  Tubercu’.osis  on  Notification  Registers  of  District  Councils  in  the  Division 

MALES  FEMALES  TOTALS 

Non-  Non-  Non-  Total 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Total  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Total  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Cases 

Cases  on  Regis- 
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tThis  figure  includes  66  cases  in  the  former  Hoole  Urbc''n  District  who  were  removed  from  the  Register  on  the  3Ist 
March,  1954,  when  Hoole  U.D.C.  was  transferred  to  the  City  of  Chester. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  1954 
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Ellesmere  Port  residents  but  diagnosed  in  Clatterbridge  Hospital. 


(Section  29). 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

There  has  been  a decline  in  the  number  of  applications  for 
Domestic  Helps  and  in  the  number  of  cases  attended  in  the  Divi- 
sional area.  A review  of  the  cases  during  the  year  shows  that 
66%  of  the  cases  attended  were  chronic  sick  including  aged  and 
infirm,  and  14%  were  maternity  cases,  the  remaining  20%  were 
for  various  causes  (including  tuberculosis). 

Comparative  costs  for  the  financial  years  1953/54  and 
1952/53  based  on  figures  supplied  by  the  County  Treasurer:  — 


FINANCIAL 

FINANCIAL 

YEAR  ENDED 

YEAR  ENDED 

31.3.53 

31.3.54 

Hours  worked  

55,852 

25,019 

Cost  to  the  County  Council 

£6,872 

£3.3^6 

Amount  collected  

£1,824 

£834 

Gross  cost  per  hour  worked 

2/5/2  d. 

2/8d. 

Amount  collected  per  hour 

73/^d. 

8d. 

Nett  cost  per  hour  worked 

1/93/d. 

2/Od. 

Average  for  remainder  of  the  County : — 

Gross  cost  per  hour  worked 

2/63/d. 

2/83/d. 

Amount  collected  per  hour 

8d. 

9%d. 

Nett  cost  per  hour  worked 

l/I03/d. 

i/n^d. 

Every  effort  was  made,  in  coniunction  with  the  Health 

Visitors,  to  keep  the  costs  down  to  a minimum  without  impairing 

the  efficiency  of  the  Service. 

A.  Number  of  New  Applicants 

123 

(of  these  60  were 

cancelled). 

B.  Number  of  Domestic  Helps 

working — 

(a)  Permanent  

— 

(b)  Temporary  

• 

37 

C.  Number  of  cases  attended  ... 

91 

D.  Special  cases  for  report  

23 

Twenty-three  cases  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  during  the  year.  In  nine  cases,  debts  were  cancelled, 
six  cases  were  referred  to  the  Clerk  of  the  County  Council  to  take 
steps  to  recover  the  arrears,  and  in  the  remaining  eight  cases 
reduction  in  assessment  was  granted. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  — PART  III 

In  my  capacity  a?  the  Representative  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  I carried  out  two  visits  of  inspection  to  Shot- 
wick  House,  Great  Saughall.  Very  little  change  had  taken  place 
since  19.53,  and  the  excellent  conditions  of  this  establishment 
continued  to  maintain'  a high  level. 
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DIVISIONAL  OFFICE  STAFF 


The  establishment  was  increased  by  two  female  clerks  in 
June,  1954,  to  cover  the  Ellesmere  Port  area  when  the  distribution 
of  Welfare  Foods  became  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Coun- 
cil, and  these  functions  were  transferred  from  the  Ministry  of 
Food. 


Two  female  clerks  have  had  somewhat  prolonged  absences 
from  duty  owing  to  illness,  and  one  was  still  absent  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  A “ temporary  ” female  clerk  has  been  employed 
for  the  most  of  the  year  to  cover  these  absences,  and  is  still  em- 
ployed in  this  capacity. 

ESTIMATES  1955/56 

Estimates  for  the  year  1955/56  were  submitted,  and  follow- 
ing is  a summary  of  the  items  recommended  to  the  County 
Health  Committee  for  approval  and  inclusion  in  the  block 


estimates : — 

£ 

Welfare  Centres  1,915 

Day  Nurseries  1,791 

Midwifery  155 

Health  Visiung  20 

Home  Nursing  1,605 

Vaccination  & Immunisation  555 

Ambulance  Service  5,470 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  & After-Care  320 

Domestic  Helps  .'...  3,875 

Administration  4,581 

Payment  of  County  Districts  for  Notifications 
of  Infectious  Diseases  150 


£20,437 
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